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of hinefelf, fays Cowley ; it grates hss own Heart 
AM 20 fay any thing of Difparagement, and the Rea- 
der’s Ears to bear any thing of Praife from hin. 
— ag Fg his Di ~ ee will 
upon this Subje®, it genera m Va- 
de. An dlidciatines Vien Tih aie ait, a 
Blunder or an Abfurdity he has committed, than 
be debarred from talking of his own dear Perfon. 


[ T sa hard and nice Subjet for a Man to {peak 


Some very. great Writers have been guilty of 


this Fault. It is obſerred of Tafly in particular, 
that his Works run very much in the Firft Perfon, 
and that he takes ail Oceafions of doing himfelf 


Juftice. ‘ Does be think, faye Brutus, that his Conſul- 


‘ fhip deferves more Appiaufe than my ‘putting Ge- 


* far to Death, becaufe I am nor tually talking | 
« fe the Ides Gf March, as he is dal sae of De : 


*' cember?” I need not acquaint my learned Reader, 
that in the Ides of March, Brutus deftroyed Cefer,and 


that Cicero quafhed the Confpiracy of Catihwe in 


the Calends of December: How fhocking foever 
this great Man’s talking of himfelf might have been 


to his Contemporaries, I muft confefs'] am never . 


better pleafed than when heis onthis Subje€t. Such 
Openings of. the Heart give a Man a thorough In- 
fight into his perfonal Character, and illuftrate ſe- 
veral Paffages in the Hiftory of his Life :' Befides, 


that there isfome little Pleafure in difcovering the - 


Infirmity of a great Man, and feeing how the Opi- 
nion he has of himfelf agrees with what the World 
entertains of him. : 


The Gentlemen of Porr-Royal, who were more 
eminent for their Learning and their Humility than 
any other in Fragen, banifiied the way of {peaking 

f Price Two-Pence.) _ 


_ in the Firft Perfon out of all their Works, as arjfing 


aw 
Ft ~ 


from Vain-glory apd Selfconceit. To, thew thair 


particular Averfion to it, they branded this Form pf 


riting with the Name of an Zgotifm : a Figure not 
to.be found among the ancient Rhetoricians. _ 


The. moft. violent. Egotifm which I. have met 
with in the Courfe of my Reading, is that of Car- 
dinal Woelfey, Egoet Rex mews, I and my King 5 as 
perhaps the moft eminent Egorift that ever appear- 
ed in the World, was Moxtagne the Author of the 
celebrated.Effays. This lively old Ga/con has wo- 
ven all his bodily Infirmities into his Works, and 


_ after haying {poken of the Faults or Virtues of any 


other Man, immediately publifhes to the World 
how ir fands with himfelf in that Particular. Had 
he kept his own Counfel he might have paffed: fog a 
much better Man, tho’ perhaps he would nog have 
been fo diverting an Author. The Title pf an Ef- 
fay promifes perhaps a Difcourfe upon Virgil, or Ju- 
linus Cefar 5 but-when you look into it, you are fare 


. to meet with more upon Monficur Montages than 


of either of thera. The younger Scatiger, who 
feemsto have been no great Friend] to shis.Author, 
after having acquainted the \World:that ‘his Father 
fold Herrings, adds thefe Words; La erpude. fa- 
daife de Montagne, qui a eſcrit, qi tl aimait mieux Le 
‘vin blane .--- gue diable a-t-on..@ faire de ſcavoin ce 
qu'il aime? For my Part, {ays Montagne, I am a 
great Lower of your White Wines---- What the Dewl 
fignafies it 20 the Publick, fays Soaliger, suhether be u a 
Lover of White Wines or of Redttsaes? — 


I cannot here forbear mentioning a Tribe of E- 
gotifts for whom ! have always had a mertal Aver- 
fron, I mear the Authors of MMemoirs, who gre ne- 
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ver * tioned in any Works but their own, and 


who raife all their Productions out of this fingle 
Figure of Speech. 


Mok of our rnodern Prefaces favour very ftrong- 
ly of the Kgotifm. Every’ “oy Author 
fancies it of Impéttance ‘tothe World, to know 
that he writ his Book in the Country, that he did 
it to pafsaway fome of his idle Hours, that it was 

ublithed at the Importunity of Friends, or that 
his natural Temper, Studies or Converfations, di- 


seéted him to the Choice of his Subject. 


— BE populus curat feilicet. 


Such Informations cannot but be highly improving 
to the Reader. 


In Works of Humour, efpzcially when a Man 
Writes under a fiGtitious Perfonage, the talking of 
‘me's {elf may give fome Diverfion to the Publick ; 
But I would advife every other Writer never to 
peak of himfelf, unlefs there be fomething very 
@anfiderable in his Charaéter: Tho’ I am fenfible 
this Rule. will be of little ufe in the World, be- 
@aufe there is no Man who fancies his Thoughts 
Worth publifhigg, that does not look upon himfelf 
@s a confiderable Perfon. | 


I fhall clofe this Paper with a Remark upon 
fuch as are Ego:ifts in Converfation: Thefe are ge- 
‘nerally the vain or fhallow Part of Mankind, Peo- 

- ple being naturally full of themfelves when they 
ave nothing elfe inthem. There is one Kind of 
Egotifts which is very common in the World, tho’ 
I do not remember that any Writer has taken no- 
tice of them ; I mean thofe empty conceited Fel- 
lows, who repeat as Sayings of their own, or fome 


‘- of their particular Friends, feveral Jefts which 


were made before they were born, and which eve- 
ry one who has converfed in the World has heard 
a hundred times over. A forward young Fellow 
of my Acquaintance was very guilty of this Ab- 
furdity:: He would be always * a new Scene 
for ſome old Piece of Wit, and telling us, that 
ashe and Jack fuch.a.one were together, one or 
t’other of them had fuch a Conceit on fuch an Oc- 
cafons upon which he wouid laugh very heartily, 
and wonder the Company did not join with him. 
When his Mirth was over I have often reprehend- 
ed him out of Terence, Teumne, obfecro te, hoc dic- 
tums erat? vetus credidi. But finding him ftill in- 


' cortigible, and having a Kindnefs for the young 


Coxcomb, who was otherwife a good-natured Fel- 
low, I recommended to his Perufal the Oxford and 
Cambridge Jefts, with ſeveral little Pieces of Plea- 
fantey of the fame Nature. Upon the Reading of 
them he was under no {mall Confufion to find that 
* all his Jokes had paffed through feveral Editions, 
and that: what he thought was a new Conceit, and 
had appropriated to his own Ufe, had appeared 
in Peint before he or his ingenious Friends were 


Saeco 


ever heard of. This had fo good an Effet upon 
him, tiat he is content at prefent to pafs for 
a Man ‘of plain Senfe in his ordinary Converfa. 
tion, and is never facetious but when he knows hie 
Company. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


This Day is Publithed, 
The French Faith, reprefented in the Prefent 
State of Dunkirk. A Letter to the Ex:miner, in Defence of Mr. 


S-~le. Printed and $old by Ferd. Burleigh in Amen-Corner. 1719, 
Price 6 d. 


To Mortow will be Publifhed, in a neat Elzevir 
~ Letter and a Pocket Volume, — ; 


The LAY-MONASTERY: Confifting of Ef 
fays, Difcourfes, &c. publith’d fingly under the Title of the LAY. 
MONK. Printed for Ferd. Burleigh in Amen-Corner. Price 28. 64, 


. This‘Day is Publifhed, 
A Vindication of the Earl of Nottingham from 
the vile Imputations end malicious Slenders which have been cat 


upon him in fome late Pamphlets. Printed for J. Roberts near the 
Oxford-Arms in Warwick-Lane. Price One Shilling. 


This Day is Publifhed, 

The Accomplifh’d Conveyancer 5; containing , 
The Nature and Kind of Deeds and Inttruments ulſed in Conveyan. 
cing, with an aa a of the Law relating tc all forts of Con 
veyances in general, and every thing belonging to tiem: Alf 
ali maoner of fmalier Precedents, with Variety of Precedents of 
{pecial Gras:-, Afignments, lortgages and all forts of Securities, 
likewile Precedents, of all forts of large and ſpecial Conveyanss, 
Affuratces, Settlements, Ufes, Wills, &c. By Mr. Giles Jacob.” N, 8, 
The Abringment of the Law and Precedents are ſettled by thebeft 
Council. Printed for Berward Lintott between the Two-Tedbe- 
Gates in Fleet-(treet. Alſo a new Tranflation of Q. Curtius, by; 
Digby, Bia; Printed in 2 Vol. t2ves, on a very fine Paper and Kize. 
vic Letter, 


An infallible Medicine for Weaknefs in Men, 
and more efpecially for Women, though of the longe Date, and 
which fo frequentiy baffics the moft able Phyficians, very often ter- 
minating in an Ulcerous or Canccrated Womb. The Symtomsare 
thefe , Wearinels of the Limbs, pale Face; Weaknefs, Inabilizy 
to move, hollow Eyes, Diminution of Sigi:t, Inaptency, Trembling; 
Penfivenefs on Ny of Urine, and a — 
Confumrtion. Prepared by J} Moore, Apothecary, at 
and Mcrtar in Abchurch-Lane, London. ’ 


Cephalic Tin&ture, 

So long celebrated for curing Convulfions, Apo- 
plexics, Palfies, Head Pains, Vipours, and all Ne: vous Diftemped 
Iufants Fits inftantly, though heredisarily mortal to whole Families 
before, as was experienced by Mr. Lance's Child at the Wooll-Pack 
in Cannon-ftreer, and two Children of ’Squise Brace’s in Weftmin- 
fter, and other num!.erlefs Teftimonies. It is of admirable Ufc to 
rcfine the Blood to a due Circulation, to free it from Stzgnation,and 
fudden Death, fit for hard Drinkers and thofe that ufe lictle Exercife. 
It is fold in 5 Shilling and Half-Crown Bottles, with a Book of is 
Vertues and Diredtions, from Markham’s under St.Dunftan’s Church, 
and Alcroft’s in Corn-hill, Toyfhops, and no where elfe. 


The Incomparable Powder for cleaning the Teeth, 
which has given fo great Satisfadtion to moft of the Nobility and 
Gentry in Len wal Sold only at Mr. Halfey’s, Bookfeller, in St. Mi- 
chael’s Church Porch in Cornhill, and at Mr. Markham’s Toy- 
fhop at the 7 Stars under St. Dunftan’s Church, Fleetfircer. It at 
once ufing makes the Teeth as white as Ivory, tho’ never fo Blackor 
Yellow, and effeétually preferves them fiom Rotting or Decaying, 
continuing them Sound to —— Old Age. It wonderfully cures 
the Scurvy in the Gums, ents Rheum or Defluxions, kilis Worms 
at the Roots of the Teeth, and thereby hinders the Tooth Ach. & 
admirably faftens loofe Teeth, beinga neat cleanly Medicine, of 8 
pleafant and grateful Scent. Price 18. the Box. Ag the fame Jie 
is fold, the highly eftecm’d Lip-falve for Ladies, &c. of a charmiog 
and delightful Scent. Price xs. the Box. 





LONDON: Princed by S. BUCKLEY in Amen-Corner, and 
J. TONSON in the Strand; where Advertifements are roken in. 
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